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Old Home Week ~ A Wilmington Decennial Celebration
Since 1890

The first reunion to be held took place July 3rd - 6th, 1890 and has continued
with 2020 being the 14th celebration. A lot has changed over the years but the
event continues to draw Wilmingtonians back to their hometown. Some of the
festivities planned for the upcoming event will include class reunions, giving
visitors a chance to catch up with old classmates and long lost friends. Friday
evening will be the return of the ice cream social, along with a block party on
South Main Street. Then Saturday morning is the long awaited parade which
will proceed over to the ball field behind the old school. Activites will be held
on the field during the day. Village walking tours will be conducted by the
Historical Society, and the society's museum at 5 Lisle Hill will have extended
hours over the four day event. Saturday evening there will be a chicken
barbecue held on the ball field. A send-off breakfast is in the works for Sunday
morning at the old high school followed by guided tours of the building. For a
complete list of events please visit:

Visit OHW at https://www.wilmingtonohw2020.com

or on FB - Wilmington Old Home Week 2020

Cover Photo:
Old Home Week 1950

"Cheaper By The Dozen" - Wee & Madaline Tobler family

Help support the
Historical Society of Wilmington

by signing up for
"Amazon Smile"
Thank you!

Amazon has started a donation program for charitable organizations called
“AmazonSmile”, to which the Historical Society of Wilmington is now
registered. You can sign up to have Amazon donate a percentage of your
purchases to the Historical Society of Wilmington by completing the
following steps:

Go to Smile.Amazon.com and sign into your existing Amazon account.
You will be asked to select a charity.
Using the search option, search for “Historical Society of Wilmington
Vermont Inc”.
Select the appropriate listing, making sure that you have chosen the one
based in Wilmington, VT as there are historical societies registered for
other Wilmingtons around the country as well.
Amazon should now display “Supporting: Historical Society of Wilmington
Vermont Inc" under the search bar on your Amazon homepage. The
charity selected can be changed by you at any time.

Amazon will now donate a percentage of each purchase you make via
Smile.Amazon.com to the charity selected at the time of purchase.

Please note that only purchases made via the Smile.Amazon.com web
address qualify. Purchases made at Amazon.com or any international
Amazon.com web address will not count for charitable donations. Replace
your existing Amazon.com bookmark with a Smile.Amazon.com bookmark
to be sure all of your purchases count.

https://www.wilmingtonohw2020.com
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/


“In Memory”
of those we received donations for in 2019
Bill Armstrong, Jr. ~ Barbara Bennert~Mickey Braun ~ Earl Brown
Tom Crawford ~ Barney Crosier ~ Sandy Crawford Eggleston
Mary & Porter Farwell ~ Friends ~ Ralph Haslund ~ Ralph Jones

Walter Lackey ~ Babara Maynard ~ Guy E. Nido, Jr. ~ Ruth Harris Page
Mary Van Wyck Patch ~ Theodore & Myrtle Ray
Dr. Mark Schwartz ~ Ralph Shindler ~ Joe Spect

Laurel Beaton Stenson ~ George & Ruth Streeter ~Alpheus Streeter

"Welcome To Wilmington”
(Tune - "Stein Song")
Words by Ethel Strawser

Ethel shared the following note she wrote for the 1970 reunion.

This little poem written for the 1930 reunion expresses my love for Wilmington. I
won't be able to be present but my grandchildren hope to be, at least some of
them. I wouldn't know the Wilmington of to-day but I love to remember the
simplicity of life, the loyalty of friends, the wonderful home my parents gave me
and the teaching of honesty they instilled. I love, oh so much, the happy years I
spent as music supervisor in your schools for 27 years and as organist in the
Congregational Church for the same number of years.

Cordially, Ehtel Strawser

Welcome now to Wilmington

Gladly we call you home, here.

Stand, and praise, each daughter and son,

The town that is your birthplace dear.

Then sing of all your childhood days,

Carefree and rich in the sunshine.

Let voices ring in Love and Praise

For the Homeland that is yours and mine.

To the air --- to the hills ---

To the strength of the mountains encircling us!

To the faith --- to the hope ---

Of ancestors, fearless, courageous, true!

To Our Boys --- to Our Girls ---

Who will carry our plans to a fruitful end,

To the day --- to the hour

When our greeting they'll send forth with pride.

Restland Cemetery Memorial Day 1917

1950 Old Home Week parade ~ please let the society know if you
can identify the fireman standing on the running board.



Jane Cimonetti McGinnis
In 1950, I especially remember the parade and the splendor of the bands, the
floats, and the Grand Marshal... I was hooked on Old Home Week!
In 1960 I was working at Parmelee & Howe. The Old Home Week dance at
Memorial Hall was magical: it seemed everyone I knew and loved was dancing
with me.
Gordon McGinnis and I have not missed an Old Home Week since my birth and
we look forward to Old Home Week 2020. May the magic, the tradition, and
the long lasting friendships of our Deerfield Valley friends be as special to
each one of you as it has been to me.

Old Home Week 1960 - Diana Brown, shown here with her siblings on the
sidewalk next to the bank, watches the parade head down South Main
Street.
Laurie Boyd remembers watching the parade from her family's front yard
on West Main Street in 1960. Then in 1970, Laurie and her cousin rode
their horses in the parade, donning white vinyl split skirts, vests with red
and white checked cowboy shirts, and red cowboy hats.
Nan Braun Twachtman
1960, I was starting my senior year and was picked to be head majorette
to lead the parade.
Getting to see old friends, regardless of the year they graduated, is always
a pleasure.
A BIG thank you to the Old Home Week committee for all their hard work
to create a memorable experience.

Old Home Week Memories
from Marilyn Morse Howard

My first Old Home Week that I remember:

1950 - Just before my sophomore year in high school, my father (Harry Morse) was in a
play at Memorial Hall about the chartering of Wilmington. He practiced his lines after
dinner in our kitchen. Others included in the play were: Donald Hicks, Sr. (as Governor
Wentworth), Rev. Charles Sanford (as secretary Atkinson), Alphas Streeter (as Daniel
Austin), and Harry Morse (as Samuel Dwight), shown here in front signing document. I
was an usher and wore my grandmother's dress, Helen Putnam did my hair up all fancy
with a string of pearls.

Later memories:
My mother, Viola Bishop Morse, put together floats with the help of her family for both
the 1980 and 1990 Old Home Weeks. The 1980 float was designed to depict the animals
that fed on Blue Seal Feeds. Then in 1990 she designed an elaborate float, the theme was
"Delivering grain over the years". The enitre family was involved wtih putting the floats
together.



Wilmington Works was awarded an Animating Infrastructure grant by the
Vermont Arts Council in May 2019. An artist will be chosen from two finalists in
March. Prep work on the wall will start in the spring and the final painting will

start in June with a completion date in time for Old Home Week.

Visit: https://www.beaverstreetart.com for more information on the project.

Old Home Week 2000

Justin Adams remembers helping to get his Dad's 1929 Model - A Ford all
shined up and decorated so his parents could participate in the parade. His
dad had remodeled the car himself and was pretty proud of it.

It was a great week for Justin returning back to Wilmington for Old Home
Week, with a lot of good times seeing old friends, teachers, etc. Dinner
under the tent at Howe Farm was the highlight for him. A lot of great people
and good food!

Pete & Betty Adams - Photo Courtesy Sharon Adams

Shown here is the home of Greely & Elsie Brown, located on Route 9
East where the present day insurance building is located. To the left of this
house was a large barn and carriage shed and next door to that was the
grand victorian manor. Both houses were eventually torn down along with the
barn, leaving only the carriage shed. The victorian manor was the last to be
demolished after Vermont National Bank purchased the property and deemed
that it would be too costly to renovate. Locals expressed their concerns about
the waste, hardwood doors, windows, and other material that were hauled off to
the landfill, and within two days all that remained was an empty cellar hole.
Vermont National Bank eventually chose to build a new bank building in the
location of Greely Brown's home which is now the insurance building. The
retaining wall below was built along the back of the building.



Monthly meetings and presentations will resume starting in April and continue
through November, held on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm, unless
otherwise posted. The museum will be open to visitors on Saturdays from 1pm to
3pm, starting July 4th weekend through Labor Day weekend, or by advance notice.
Extended hours will be posted on our website for the four dayOldHomeWeek event
July 30th - August 2nd. Be sure to stop in and visit with our volunteers during OHW
registration at Memorial Hall and pick up a detailed list of events.

2020 events will be posted on the society’s web page as information becomes
available:

http://www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.com

I would like to take this time to thank our dedicated officers, trustees, curator and
volunteers for their continued support and help with preservingWilmington history.
We look forward to having themuseumopen for returning alumni and visitors during
the summer months and Old Home Week 2020.

Respectfully submitted, Julie Moore, President

President’s Report

TheHistorical Society ofWilmington is a duly organized nonprofit entity, dedicated
to collecting, preserving, teaching, and displaying the history of Wilmington. The
society is an independent group of volunteers that is funded by donations,
memberships, and fundraisers.

Wewould like to thank everyonewho presented during one of ourmonthlymeetings
throughout the year. Nicki Steel shared her collection of loon photos taken at Lake
Raponda, David Larsen shared his newly published “Small Town Rep” book with
discussion about his experience at the State House, Spencer Crispe updated his
audience with the accomplishments made with the Wilmington Trail system,
including the newly opened trails, Will Melton presented “Liberty’s War” the book
he edited for his father, HermanE.Melton, and lastly, but not least, a return visit from
Claudette Hollenbeck featured her presentation about the very long term history of
Vermont.

The annual potluck dinner was well attended, followed by the annual meeting in
August. Discussion was opened to ideas for the society’s presence during the
upcoming Old Home Week 2020.

Fundraising continues to be at the forefront for the society, for help maintaining the
property, formonthlyexpenses, andpurchasing supplies.Ourannualnewsletter helps
with donations and membership dues. The society was also the recipient of the
Shaw’s “Give BackWhere It Counts” program, and a very successful bake sale was
held inAugust. Thank you to everyonewho supported the society oneway or another
throughout the year.

Theseare just someof themanyuniqueartifacts receivedby the society thispast year:
anH.F. Barbermetal footwear sign that hung in the Barber Store on Main Street, a
Singer treadle sewing machine, an Adams Farm sap storage tub, and Eugene
“Rummy” Sullivan’s Navy uniform.

Thank you to everyonewho donated to themuseum exterior painting fund, plans are
underway for the museum to be painted in time for Old Home Week. Without the
annual membership drive each year we would be in a tight bind to keep the museum
up and running. The society incurred an unexpected large expense this past summer:
an extremely large, old elm tree on the property was encroaching on one of the
neighbor’s buildings and had to be removed. Thank you toWimmelmanTree Service
for their prompt, professional tree removal work.With this added expense we had to
dip into the exterior painting fund so the 2020 donations will help to defray this
expense instead of adding any new projects for 2020.

2020 marks the society's 45th Anniversary - we have come a long ways over the
years ,with our veryownmuseumanda fantastic collectionof artifacts - this is thanks
to all of our volunteers and contributors.

Coming soon…
After two years in the making, the society is very excited to announce the
upcoming publication of Wilmington’s very own edition of Arcadia
Publishing’s book series “Images of America: Wilmington”

The book is in picture format with captions describing each photo and
how it fits into Wilmington’s rich history. With limited space available,
photos had to be chosen diligently. An emphasis was placed on finding
and including “rare” photographs that would not only help preserve the
history of Wilmington but also
provide new and unique
perspectives of familiar buildings,
places, people, and landmarks that
illustrate how Wilmington grew and
changed from the mid-1700s to the
mid-1960s.

With a publication date of - June
22nd, if you would like to purchase
a copy of the book but will not be in
Wilmington for Old Home Week or
in the near future, please visit our
website;
www.WilmingtonHistoricalScoiety.c
om to obtain information on
ordering, or send an email
requesting order information to:
jam0163@myfairpoint.net and
include “Arcadia Book” in the
subject line.

http://www.wilmingtonhistoricalscoiety.com/
http://www.wilmingtonhistoricalscoiety.com/
mailto:jam0163@myfairpoint.net
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